Oskar Johannessen Bge

1914-1941

B@E, OSCAR, batsmann, Skien. Fgdt 24. september 1914, s. av
avdgde Ole Johannessen Bge og Aslaug Gulliksdatter. Gift i
Vancouver, Canada, 1940 med Gudny Margaret Rgstad, f.
1915 i Moss. Skoleskipskurs. Var batsmann pa m/s Benjamin
Franklin som ble torpedert 19. februar 1941. Ble tatt opp av
en bat som ogsa ble torpedert, og satte livet til.

MS.Benjamin Franklin avgikk Bermuda i konvoi
1. februar 1941 bestemt for Liverpool med
8.400 tonn stykkgods, sprengstoff, bomber og
fly. Konvoien mgtte storm, gkende til orkan,
og klarte ikke a holde sammen, og

. MS.Benjamin Franklin ble seilende alene. Vin-
den gkte til moderat storm med sngtykke da
fartgyet 19. februar 1941 ble torpedert av tysk
U103. Torpedoen traff maskinrommet, og MS.
Benjamin Franklin sank hurtig. To livbater med
24 mann kom hurtig pa vannet, men i Igpet av natten mistet de kontakten. | gralysningen fant
man ingen tegn til den ene livbaten med 17 mann om bord. Heller ingen andre livstegn var a se i
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, M/S

LCEN Oslo Fred Olsen & Co. 1927 7034 brt, 3960 nrt

19.2.1941 Atlanterhavet St. Pedro - Bermuda - Liverpool ~ Ca, 8400 tonn stykkgods
Torpedert 29 7 0 O

3.4.1941 Liverpool

Appeared as 1st witness Chief officer Trygve Berg: rules for sailing in convoy and all orders had been punctu-

The witness referred in all respects to his report which ally carried out. He stated that the vessel was fully equip-
had been written according to memory as all the ship's ped, and that everything was in splendid order on board,
papers had been lost. He was the officer on watch and was and that the casualty was not attributable to any defect,
on the bridge together with the 3rd officer Knut Herland. neglect or carelessnes on the part of any one on board. The
On the bridge were also look-out man and helmsman. The last boat drill had been carried out at Bermuda on the day
witness stated that he had a complete knowledge of all the before departure.
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